THE MANAGEMENT OF MEN
to power has bestowed upon my private life;
Nor have I changed my daily habits much, I
have become more temperate than ever, more
inclined towards vegetarianism, and I rarely
drink wine. Still, these habits are not with me
a matter of strict principle, and I actually en-
courage the drinking of wine in Italy. I have
always been averse from the distractions of what
is termed 'society/ When I have been working
all day with others at this table, I have a better
use than 'social diversions' for my evenings, in
which I go on working alone, and for my nights,
when I need sleep. I have always been an orderly
and meticulously regular sort of man. When I
was a newspaper editor, my writing-table was
just as tidy as this one, and every minute of my
day was planned out so that I could cram as much
work into it as possible."
"You describe a Goethean technique," I
replied. "One of the ambassadors in Rome
recently said to me, somewhat naively: 'The Duce
has an easier time than we; he does not need to
go into society. Had I his advantage in this
respect I could get through much more work
than I do.' "
He laughed, and went on:
* "I was prepared for my present position by a
life that has always been lonely. I cannot live in
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